
Text and transcription

Sean M. Winslow

CLARIAH-AT 
TEI Introductory School

10.-13. September 2019

Venue:
Centre for Information Modelling (ZIM)
Elisabethstraße 59/III, SR 81.31 



2

Wednesday 11.9. 

9:00-10:30 Metadata: teiHeader, msDesc
Helmut W. Klug, Elisabeth Raunig

11:00-12:30 Text and transcription
Sean M. Winslow

14:00-15:30 Practice

Helmut W. Klug, Elisabeth Raunig, Sean M. Winslow

16:00-18:00 Presentations and social event

Programm



3

<TEI>

<HEADER/>

<TEXT>

<BODY>  You Are Here

<DIV> 

<HEADER/> 

<P/> 

</DIV> 

</BODY> 

</TEXT>

</TEI>

Document Structure
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Maximal Encoding Example
Henry V. folgerdigitaltexts.org/download/
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Maximal Encoding Example
Henry V. folgerdigitaltexts.org/download/
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More Minimal Examples
tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/examples-editorialDecl.html
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Do What You Want, but 
Document it in EncodingDesc
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Check the Documentation
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c. 11: tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/PH.html
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Example: Wellcome Library, Misc. Cookery Books
wellcomelibrary.org/item/b19030253#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=48&z=-0.3899%2C-0.1193%2C1.8624%2C1.1699
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<pb n=24>

PB (Page Beginning)
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<div>

<head>To make a calefs foot
pye</head>

HEAD (Any-Level Header)
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<p>Take yr calefs feet after they are
scalded and boyled and put ym into
a good crust …</p>

P (Paragraph)
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(Some) Transcription Elements

<unclear>

<gap>

<damage>

<supplied>

<sic>

<choice>

<orig> / <reg>

<abbr> / <expan>

<del>

<add>

<subst>

<restore>

<retrace>

<delSpan>

<addSpan>

<damageSpan>
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<head>

To make a 

<sic>calefs</sic> foot
<sic>pye</sic>

</head>

SIC (Sicut, “Just So”)
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<choice>

<orig>calefs</orig>

<reg>calf’s</reg>

</choice> foot …

CHOICE / ORIG / REG
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<p>Take 

<choice>

<abbr>yr</abbr>

<expan>your</expan>

</choice> calefs feet after they …

CHOICE / ABBR / EXPAN
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… after they are

<unclear reason=“illegible”>scalded

</unclear> and boyled …

UNCLEAR
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… put it into a glass of white wine

<gap reason=“smudge” extent=“1 
word”/> mix …

GAP (cannot be read)
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<del>

s<gap reason=“cancelled” 
quantity=“3” unit=“chars”/>t

</del>

DEL (Deletion)
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<head>To make ye

<add place= “above”>

sweet

</add>

oyntment a most exelent …

ADD (Addition)
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<subst>

<del>s<gap reason=“cancelled” 
quantity=“3” unit=“chars”/>t </del>

<add place= “above”>sweet</add>

</subst>

SUBST (Substitution)
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Example: Wellcome Library, Misc. Cookery Books
wellcomelibrary.org/item/b19030253#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=15&z=-0.1348%2C-0.0743%2C1.3198%2C0.829
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DELSPAN (Delete Span)

<add>This is not good</add>

<delSpan spanTo=“#end_anchor”/>

<p> Take three pounds of fresh … </p>

<anchor xml:id=“end_anchor”/>

referenced with “#”

closed

closed

Unique XML:ID
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<delSpan> for <del>

<addSpan> for <add>

<damageSpan> for <damage>

Similar Span Elements
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Example: 
Anna Cromwell English Recipe Book, 1650, with Later 
American Additions (Charles Brigham Account Book)
https://gigi.mwa.org/netpub/server.np?quickfind=271275&site=manuscripts&catalog=catalog&sorton=filename&tem
plate=detail.np&offset=8&TabletNPResults=/netpub/server.np%3Fquickfind%3D271275%26site%3Dmanuscripts%2
6catalog%3Dcatalog%26sorton%3Dfilename%26template%3Dresults.np&TabletNPResultsCount=406&playMode=stop
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<head>To make sassages</head>

<damage agent=“broken page”>

<gap extent=“about 1.5cm/>

</damage>orbe all ye rine pulled 
offe & ye bones cleane taken …

DAMAGE (Damage)
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Pair Exercise (Winslow Family Recipe Cards—Edited)
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LIST / ITEM & SUPPLIED

<list>

<item>1 Cup butter</item>

Cream butter, <supplied
reason=>sugar,</supplied> & vanilla
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Pair Exercise (Winslow Family Recipe Cards—Edited)
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Transcription Elements to Try

<unclear>

<gap>

<damage>

<supplied>

<sic>

<del>

<add>

<subst>

<restore>

<retrace>

<choice>

<orig> / <reg>

<abbr> / <expan>

<list>

<item>

<delSpan>

<addSpan>

<damageSpan>
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• These slides are just to give you an 
idea of the kinds of transcription
elements available to you. 

• None of this is a replacement for
reading the TEI documentation.

• Choose a tag-set that works for
your project, be consistent, and 
document it in the header.

Closing Thoughts


